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Efpp Finland arranges in co-operation with the International Dialogue Initiative 

We Don’t Speak of fear: 
ColleCtive trauma anD SoCietal ConfliCt

via zoom 31 May 2023 at 7.30-9.30 PM (EET)

A leading negotiator, working with two enemy groups, was asked what happened when either 
group talked about their fears. Surprised by the question, he said: “We don’t speak of fear.” 
What is the effect on negotiations when emotions at the heart of the problem cannot be talked 
about? How is that talking accomplished?

In this presentation, we will discuss the way that powerful emotions, and powerful defenses 
against those emotions, are activated when a group has suffered collective trauma. Over 
time, these emotions and defenses become part of large group identity, and can be mobilized 
by leadership for destructive purposes. We will then discuss one method of intervening with 
intense societal conflict.

Lecture 1 - M. Gerard (Jerry) Fromm & Regine Scholz

large group iDentity anD ChoSen trauma 
Vamik Volkan’s concepts
Discussion

Lecture 2 - M. Gerard (Jerry) Fromm & Regine Scholz

the tree moDel of intervention
Discussion

In the discussion there hopefully will be some place to trace the personal 
reverberations of these general theories.

ParticiPatiOn fee: 60 €
reGiStratiOn deadline  15 May 2023  https://www.efppsuomi.fi/index.php/registration/
If registration does not work out via link, please register by sending email to: 
koulutus@efppsuomi.fi reporting Your name/ email address/ country and possible society 
you are coming from/ payer if not  yourself.
Please, pay also the fee by 15 May 2023 to the bank account of efPP finland 
fi37 1014 3000 2084 50, SWift/Bic: nDeafiHH
If participation is cancelled after the registration deadline, participation fee will not be 
returned.
Zoom link to the event will be sent 29 May 2023 for those who have registered and paid the 
registration fee.
Questions concerning the event: koulutus@efppsuomi.fi
www.efppsuomi.fi



The International Dialogue Initiative 
is an international, multidisciplinary group 
comprised of psychoanalysts, academics, 
diplomats and other professionals, who bring 
a psychologically-informed perspective to the 
study and amelioration of societal conflict.

Presenters

M. Gerard (Jerry) Fromm, PhD, is a Fellow of the 
American Board and Academy of Psychoanalysis and 
a Distinguished Faculty member and former Director of 
the Erikson Institute of the Austen Riggs Center.  He 
has taught at and consulted to various educational and 
health organizations across the US, including several 
psychoanalytic institutes. He is a past president of the 
International Society for the Psychoanalytic Study of 
Organizations and the current President of the Inter-
national Dialogue Initiative. His most recent book is 
Traveling through Time: How Trauma Plays Itself out in 
Families, Organizations and Society. He is a co-editor, with Vamik Volkan and Regine 
Scholz, of We Don’t Speak of Fear: Large Group Identity, Societal Conflict and Collec-
tive Trauma, published by Phoenix Publishing House in March, 2023.

Regine Scholz, PhD, is a group analyst, based in 
Dusseldorf Germany, specialized in trauma treatment. 
From 2010-2017 she was a member of the Management 
Committee of the Group Analytic Society International 
(GASI), organizing group analytic summer schools in 
Belgrade, Prague and Athens. 2011 she was a founding 
member of the German Group Analytic Society (D3G), 
where she nowadays is the speaker of the special 
interest group ‘Group Analysis in Education culture and 
Society’. Publications are mainly on issues of large group 
theory, exploring the influence of culture and 
collective trauma on unconscious processes. She is a and member of the editorial 
board of the journal group analysis. As a board member of the International Dialogue 
Initiative she currently is in charge for the trainings.  

www.internationaldialogueinitiative.com


